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SUBJECT: LETTER FROM AMBASSADOR ROBERT STRAUSS TO MINISTER 
USHIBA 

FOLLOWING IS A LETTER FROM AMBASSADOR ROBERT S. STRAUSS 
TO MINISTER USHIBA. PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING TEXT. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF MARCH 20 CONCERNING OUR TARIFF 
NEGOTIATIONS. THE CRITICISMS MADE BY THE U.S. DELEGATION, 

TO WHICH YOU REFERRED, DO REFLECT DISAPPOINTMENT OVER THE 
AMOUNT OF LIBERALIZATION INCLUDED IN JAPAN'S INITIAL 
OFFER. I UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, THAT THE OFFER WAS PRE- 
PARED PRIOR TO OUR JANUARY 13 AGREEMENT ON THIS ISSUE. 
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RATHER THAN DWELLING ON THOSE FIRST REACTIONS, WE SHOULD 
TURN OUR ATTENTION TO HOW WE CAN MAKE PROGRESS IN OUR 
BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS. I BELIEVE THE BEST WAY TO MOVE 

OUR NEGOTIATIONS FORWARD IS TO BUILD ON THE NEW BASIS FOR 
MEASURING RECIPROCITY, WHICH WE DEVELOPED IN THE JANUARY 
13 JOINT STATEMENT. OUR AGREEMENT ON THE CONCEPTS OF 
BASIC EQUITY, EQUIVALENT COMPETITIVE OPPORTUNITY, PARITY 
IN OPENNESS OF MARKETS, AND COMPARABLE AVERAGE LEVELS OF 
BOUND RATES, WAS A REAL STEP FORWARD AND GOT US OFF THE 
STERILE BASE-DATE, BASE-RATE DEBATE. 

OUR DELEGATIONS NOW SHOULD MOVE FORWARD TO THE NEXT STAGE: 
EXAMINING EACH OTHERS OFFERS BY PRODUCT CATEGORIES TO SEE 
WHETHER THEY MEET EACH COUNTRY'S OBJECTIVES. HAVING 
COMPLETED OUR OWN INTERNAL REVIEW OF JAPAN'S OFFER, WE 
PREPARED THE LIST OF REQUESTED IMPROVEMENTS GIVEN TO 
YOUR DELEGATION ON MARCH 22. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE MOST 
FRUITFUL PROCEDURE WOULD BE FOR OUR TWO DELEGATIONS TO 
DISCUSS THOSE REQUESTS AND TO HEAR THE VIEWS OF YOUR 
DELEGATION ON THE U.S. OFFER, BY CATEGORIES. IT WOULD 

BE MOST BENEFICIAL IF SUCH A DISCUSSION WERE HELD AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE PRIOR TO OUR APRIL 10 MEETING SO THAT WE 
COULD REVIEW THE RESULTS. 
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I, TOO, LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING WITH YOU IN GENEVA. 
SINCERELY YOURS, 

ROBERT S. STRAUSS 

END TEXT. COOPER 
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